
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Senior land-use economist (m/f/d) 
 

Duty station: Freiburg, Germany 
 

 
 

Background UNIQUE 
 

UNIQUE forestry and land use GmbH is a leading consulting firm for sustainable natural resource 

management, with a focus on forestry, agriculture and climate change. Since establishment in 1998, 

we have carried out over 800 projects in more than 75 countries. UNIQUE’s headquarter is located in 

Freiburg, in the Southwest of Germany. In addition, we have offices in East Africa, Paraguay, Vietnam 

and Kyrgyzstan. Our team consists of forestry and agricultural specialists, economists and political 

scientists. We have a large and diverse team of experts consisting of more than 60 permanent staff 

members with more than 15 different nationalities. This allows us to deliver high quality consultancies 

in different fields of relevance for the land use sector. In addition to our consultancy work, the UNIQUE 

group invests in forests and manages large FSC certified forests. We are also investment advisor for 

some of the most innovative funds in the land use and climate space.  

For our Climate Division, UNIQUE is recruiting a senior land-use economist with working experience 

in development finance or climate finance. The ideal candidate has a passion for the development of 

mitigation programs for sustainable land uses (forestry, mangroves agroforestry, agriculture). 

Professional working experience with development banks is a strong asset. The candidate will work 

in a highly motivated international team, which develops and supports the implementation of land 

use projects for different private and public sector clients. Duty station will be at UNIQUE 

headquarters in Freiburg, Germany, with regular short-term missions into project countries. 

Tasks and responsibilities 

The main responsibilities and tasks of the expert will include to 

 Develop sustainable land use programs (forestry, agroforestry, agriculture, mangroves), e.g. for the 

accredited entities to the Green Climate Fund 

 Support the acquisition of new clients and projects 

 Contribute to analytical studies, such as sector studies, FLR and innovative approaches for land-

based mitigation and adaptation to climate change 

 Plan and manage projects, in line with clients’ standards and expectations 

 Coordinate internal project team members and external consultants 

  



Required qualifications and expertise 

 Master degree (or PhD) in economics, forestry, agriculture, sustainability or related fields 

 Minimum of 3 years of professional experience, preferably in an international work environment, 

e.g. in a development bank or consulting firm  

 Experience in developing sustainable land use programs and related economic analyses 

 Excellent communication and writing skills, with the ability to develop and present compelling 

narratives 

 Intercultural team player 

 Willingness to travel internationally 

 Proficiency with MS Office 

 Proficiency in English a must, proficiency in Spanish and / or French is another major asset  

 

UNIQUE offers a dynamic and innovative work environment with a high degree of autonomy. Our 

culture is based on a flat hierarchy and infused with a collaborative spirit. We strive for excellence to 

maximize client satisfaction. At UNIQUE talents are encouraged and recognized for the initiatives 

they take to answer client needs, to build a better firm and to build their professional journeys. 

UNIQUE is a diverse and highly motivated international team. We offer flexible work arrangements 

and a competitive salary and benefit package. 

 

Please send your application (CV and cover letter) by January 31, 2021 to 
 

application@unique-landuse.de 

 

For consideration of your application, please refer to “Senior land-use and climate finance 
economist” in the subject line of your e-mail. Only applications in pdf-format will be accepted. 

mailto:application@unique-landuse.de.

